SPILIWATER WITOLIVE MANAGEMENT AREA
' Fallon, Nevada

on. The Stillwater ¥11dlife Management Area was established
in 1948 as & joint operation to be administered by the
Bureau of Sport Fisheries end ¥ildlife and the Nevada State Fish and
Game Commission, The Area contains approximately 165,000 of publis
lands upon which the Bureau and the State obtained a 50-year lease
which beoame effective November 26, 1948, The irea was leased from

the seting eustodian of the involved public lands, the Truckee-Carson
Irrigation Distriet, on a rent free basis in exchange for sertain marsh
and pasture develoyments to be accomplished by the Dureaw and the State,

The primary objeetive of the irea 13 to serve jointly as a waterfowl
refuge area and publle waterfowl hunting area as provided imder terms.
of a twoeway operating agreement betwsen the Bureau and the State, .
Due to the desert type terrain which charasterizes all of the ires

not served by surfaee water flows, the Area is.of little importance to
forms of wildlife other than waterfowl, - L i

aterfowl. The Area is eurrently operated as a preduction, wigration,
18, : : ’ ? ’
' and wintering ares for several forms of waterfowl, '

Froduction. The Stillwater Wildlife Management Area has proven its
value as a highly important waterfowl produstion area, During the -
first ten years of development and operation of the Ares, preduction

of duecks has inereased from 2,900 to 22,600 annually, Impertant nesting
duckg Include the redhead, a specles whose status has baeome Precaricua
to the %ixbant that speeial portective legislation has besn eracted for
ita protection. Approximately 8,000 bedheads are now being prodused
anpually at Stillwater. Other important nesting ducks inelude ginnamon
teal, mallards, pintails, and gadwall.

Considereble progress has been made in estalblishing a nesting floek of
Canada geene. From & total of 9 gasae produced in 19/9-50, goose pro-
duction. inereased to 140 in 1958,

Production of scoots has risen from 1,500 in 1949 to reach a peak of
18,700 in 1958, Impressive numbers of other waterbirds nest on the
Ares each sumsmer, These Include the avoeet, black~mecked stilt s Snowy
egret, common egret, black~ecrowned ?.m Jgreat blue he::%gs s, and western,

eared, snd pled~billed grebes. (wiie fercd o losass

Higration. A steady and substantial increase in the use of the hrea

by migrating waterfowl has ocourred during the first ten years of Ares
operatlon. Waterfowl peaks during the first three years of the Area's
operation did not exceed 50,000 ducks, 31,000 cocts, 10,000 gesse » and



N

1,000 whistling swans. By 1958-59 peak populations on the Management
krea reached 198,000 dueks, 143,000 coots; 10,000 geese, and 13,000
swens, Important migrating speeies ineluda sinnemon and gresn-winged
teal, pintails, mallards, widgeon, redheads; and canvasbacks. Oanads
and snow geese ars 81lso important migrants, Table I presents a
detailed summary of waterfowl usé Ly speelés, September thru Jamuery.

TABIE I A _ N
USE DAYS BY SPEGIES
September to Jamiary

. 195-'57  1957-158 1959-160

a.lla) 294,300 856,845 6161090 plX 842,700
Gadwall 212,900 283,795 652,376 864,400 611,900
Widgeon 183,010 346,830 1,212,890 2,604,400 733,100
Pintail 974,000 ,241,009 1,462,080 2,820,950 1,796,500
G-W Teal 1 252,500 644335 3,143,020 .746,A50 3.210 500
Shoveler 840,600 300,625 1 20044220 2,426,850 1,853,300
- Redhaad 51,180 - 538,710 169,&0 L8, 175 152,600
Canvasback 344,350 692,575 63,355 1,389,000 254,250 '
Ruddy 174,200 691,810 216,345 383,600 234,400
C. Goose %,9@6 975925 98,401 : 159;76’? L ,L50
Snow Gooss 208,000 298,743 107,720 L4E,700. 101,150
¥, Swan 108,500 534,9% 374,688 417,540 . 180,540

{Minor species not listed)

ing. Most winters are mild to the extent that a mplbte and

prolenged freeze=over does net ocour. As a result the Ares haa besn

used inereasingly as a wintering placs by watarfe&l. By 1958 winter-

ing populatiens of 50,000 ducks, 1,500 geese, 7,000 coocts, and 13,000
whistling swans were reeorded on the Area. This representa a five-fold

inorease from the first few years of the Area's operatiom when total

of all wintering waterfowl speeies did not exceed 15,000 birds,

is Qb1 4 very few mowrning doves are

' o S o observed on the Ared during
migration periods. Nearby ercp lands in the walley are somctimes
heavily used by migrating doves, Common snipe sometimes occur in
pood rumbers for brief periocds of time during migration.

Big Game. A few smle deer oceur on the irea. Rare sight reecords of

o deer in the Marsh Area have been made as the animals drift
through from the nearby Stillwater Mountains. In recent years a small
group of 10-15 deer appears to have become loocated in the timber and
brush lands aleng the Lower Carson River.



Upland 2, This desert type ares has little potenmtial for

, upland game birds, 4 few Valley guail end an
oceasional phessant msy be observed sleng the south edge of the Ares
28 they drift out from nearby Irrigated farm lands, An oceasionnl
smell floek of quail may also be noted along the lower Carsen River.
Total mumbers of upland game birds the irea are insigmifiecant.

Role \re: he P yeay« It 1s apparent that the

~ Btillewater Wildlifs Manages
ment irea is malking an important eontribution to the produetion of
waterfowl in the Faeifie Flywsy, Of speelal importance 1s the pro-
duetion of substantial numbers of critically séaree rodhoads,

The inereasing importanece of the Area s a feeding and resting place
for migrating waterfowl is indieated by the substantial ineresses in
waterfowl use now occurring, Among the primary puddls duek speeles
which utilize the Area in significent numbers are green-winged tesl,
pintalls, shovelers, widgeom, mallards, and gadwall, Redheads snd
canvasbacks are the primary diving dueks which cecur on the Area,
4 peak of 26,000 canvasbacks was renched during the fall of 1958,
Table I presents a detailed pattern of use for the various spacies
of waterfowl over the past 5-year period.

It 1s evident that the Area is becoming inevreasingly impertant as an
alternate migration stopover and wintering site for vaterfowl, partie-
ularly dueks, which sre belng crowded from the eoastal arsa by more
restrictive land use there, This trend may logioally be expected to
eentinue as pressures in falifornia and elsewhere continue to be
axarted on existing waterfowl areas, It gseems entirely possible that
the Area may have even greatsr value im the future in sustaining water-
fowl in the Paeifie Flyway,

. : f the irep. During s peried of intensive mavsh
T gevelopment whieh commenced in 1949,
the irea has besn developed and expanded to approximately the full
extent of 1ts potentisl so far as oversll aquatie habitat aereage
and the potential water supply are concerned,

Deterioration of marsh habitat as a result of constant high water levels
is evident in some wnits, Such deterioration is evidenced by eattail
and hardstem bulrush deminance, aceempanied by a high degres of sarp
infestation, This situation requires that mere intensive development
be accomplished within the existing marsh srea to make possible the
dewatering of areas of low waterfowl velue. Such development would
consist of cress dikes and water bypasses to provide for complete
rotatlonal dewatering of wta, A desiseation progran of this nature
has proven effiective in restoring waterfowl habltat valuves where wator

sontrel faeilities have permitted dewatering for a twe-seagon period.

An intensive survey of the agquatie habitat within each unit of the
primary marsh area was econdueted during the summer of 1959, Data



obtained in this survey ave summerlzed in Table II, The swvey is
to be eondueted annually to inventory the amount and condition of
waterfowl habitat. It will also serve to evaluate marsh managenent,
mossures which need to be institubed to improve habitat guality.

TABIE II .
ACQUATIC HABITAT SURVEY 1959

, A Waterfowl
Acres of  Total Habitat

Upper Foxtail 300 . 400 Poor
Foxtail Lake 890 20 1,110 Good
Cattall Lake 250 20 © 270 Fair
Division Pord 100 160  Fair
Ec Alkald Flat (5) . 700 - 700+ Poor (Newly floocde

Refuge Total O 4us6 526 hyoR2

Aores of

Open Fater

Goose lake °
Tule Lake
Swan Lake
Pintail Bay
West Mexsh

Public Shooting Total

360 1,585  Fair
45 LSS Geod
L Nem e

Ly6bd 12,367

From the time development of the Area was commenced in 1849, water
supply in the form of irrigation return flews and seasonal smrpluses,
has baen generally good, Developm nt has been pointed toward making
benefisdal use of waters surplus to the needs of the Truckee-Carson
Irrigation District to prevent such waters from wasting to the ad jacent
Carson 8ink; The extent of the water supply to the Ares has exceeded
original expectations as to amoumt avallable at the time the projeet
wad coneedvsd. To keep alwesst of the sbundant water supnly, develop=
ment has excéeded greatly the original cencept of a total eof 20,000

: £ waterfowl sarea,

Table III presents & weterfowl habitat acreags recapitulation with
specification as to respective screages now desigmated as refuge and
public shooting area,



TABLE III
ACREAGE SUMMARY
(From 1955 Water Reguirements Estimate)

Stillwater Res. 1,707 132 1,839 46 1,885
Pry Leke 466 97 563 36 599
Cattail lake 213 54 267 16 RE3
Piviaion Pond 100 10 110
E, Alkall Flat (8) 700 i — 700
Refuge Totals 4,187 €39 5,0R6 2, 54270
Goose Lake a8 1,154
Tyls lake 23 1,367
Rutgrass 190 $ 35295
owan Lake 175 1,?57
Pintall Bay (0 1,51¢ 132 145650
¥est Marsh 2,070 1,787 3,857 576 4yl33
Indian Lakes 1,100 1,100 35400 44500
Palican Island 3,080 3,080 1,335 45415
Big Water 15800 1,800 1,800
Sand Dunes 2,600 2,600 24600
Ea&mea:iing Aveas
ﬁlﬁ By ¢
Cottonwood, Paiuie, ) |
Leter, Lower Carsen 5,000 5,000
By Alkali Flat () 1,500 — 500 1,

Open Arvea Totals 17,546 4,906 27,452 6,019 33,471
CRARD TOTALS 21,733 5,745 32,478 64263 38,741

; £ ¥atorfowl Uge o y_Ar, The entire water and mergh
- - acrsage on the Area is utilized
by waterfowl, The extent of use in an Individual wnit is direetly
proportional to the foed predacing eapability of the unit., Exeellent
use 1z sometimes made of seasomally flooded and apparently barren sreas
such as the Big Water Unit where 26,@6@-25,0@6 ducks remained for over
a aeaa‘hl—l during the 1959 spring migration. Fresh water shrimp are

1; t to dueks feeding in sueh araas where aguatiec planta are
almst nonexistent .




Haterfowl epecles show natursl preferences for gerbain types of acuatic
Diving ducks use the primary marsh area almost exclusively as
Shallow water ducks are
Defintte prefersnce is shewn fer the

h&bl’g ak.

the water units there are larger and deéper.
well digtribubted over the Ares.
shallow flooded Peliean Island Area when water 1s present thers,

In

October, 1958, when a record fall migration peak of 191,000 ducks was
recorded, 40% of the ducks were at Pellcan Islard.

Table IV offers a clear pleture of waterfowl distribution on the various

pertions of the Area for the past four fall seascns.

27%  7.5%8 13 5
55 29,9 42
1 . 57 16
14 345 2.

Not Developed Q

16 36 16
58 38 33.
21 24 26
5 0 2
Kot Developed 3

40 A0 26
31 38 23

23 41

[¢] ﬂ 2
Hot Developed 5
60 23 32
28 38 28

12 36 31
No data 2 3
Not Developed 4
45 41
A1 1
1 31

No deta 2

TABIE IV
: DISTRIBUTION OF DUCK POPULMIGES
E ON
FRIMARY USE AREAS
STILLWATER WILDLIFE MANAGENENT AREA
Aerial Censius
Dates Area
A Refuge
Sept, 4, 1956  Open Marsh krea
Bept, 23; 1957 Peliecan Island
Sept, 19, 1958 Indien lakes, eté.
Sept. 17, 1959 Ols's Pord Ares
Refuge
Oet,. 1, 1956 Open Harsh Area
Oot, 14, 1957  Pelican Island
Oct, 9, 1958 Indian lekeés; eto.
Oet, 9, 1959 Ole's Pond Area
Refuge
Bet. 24, 1956  Open Marsh Ares
Oet. 28, 1957 Pellean Island
Ot 3@, 1958 Indian lakes, ste,
Oct. 22, 1959  Ole's Pond irea
Refuge
Nov. 13, 195  Open Marsh Ares
Nov, 20, 1957 Pelican Island
Hov. 28, 1958  Indian Lakes, ete.
Nov. 4, 1959 0ls's Pond Area
: Refuge
Pee. 18, 1956  Open Marsh Area
Poliecan Island
Dec, 8, 1958 Indian lakes, stc,
Peec. 14, 1959 Dle's Fond Area

* Short Water Supply
** No Vater Supply

Not Developed 7

2%
77

H 1

(9%.2.4

12

68
5%

10

D

36
2%
5
O

39

56
1%
3
Daex

190

65
m
1
W%



In general, waterfowl use of the individusl units within the primary
marsh area parallels clesely the adjfeetive deseriptions of habitat
condition spegified in Table II, s.g., Dry loke - Waterfowl food
production ~ excellents waterfowl use also excellent, West Margh -
waterfowl food produetion - poor; waterfowl use also poor,

Sicatiop. Maintenance of a public hunting area is a clearly
- ) established segment of the operational cbjeetives
for whieh the Stillwater Wildlife Management Area was established,
Primary responsibility for administration of the public shooting
program rests with the State Fish and Game Commission as speeified
in the Two-Hay operating sgreement between the Bureau and the State,

The intent of original sgreements was that equal benefits should
acerue for refuge and publie shopting intérests on the overall Ares.,
For reasons too lengthy and invelved to eonsider in this documerd, -
the operation has deviated widely from the original intemt. Table -
IIT indicates the sxtent to which deviatien has progressed, Refuge -
Interests are served on enly a relatively small portion of the Area.

ns £ ' 2k nterestg, It is not within

' ' ' the seope of ayw.
thority of this plan to alter eurrent operating procedures wnder whieh
refuge and publie shooting arsas are desighated. It is considersd
obligatory, howsver, to establish for the reeerd certain faets as they
relate to the jJoint State-~Buresu operation.

At thip tdme the State is pressuring for a formalization of current
operating procedures by "serapping® the éxisting agreements and sube
sequent amendmsnta, Obviously the surrent operation has deviated widely
from the original intent of "equal benefits for refuge and for public
shooting®. As z result of failure on the part of the Bureau to eatablish
and maintain its metual interest in administering the project, the State
new contrels approximately 80% eof the waterfowl habitat, By a pending
new sgreement the State propeses to "seraph all sxlsting operating
agresments in corder to firm up the position 1t now has on the project.

Approximately 1-1/2 millien dollars have been spent Jjointly on a 50-50
basis in the development and operstion of the project during the past
ten years, HNot emly does the State wish to cbtein complete and lasting
eontrol of over 20% of the mubually developed area, it would also obli-
gate the Burean to continue to conducimudfitémanee and operstional
setivities on the entire Area and pay 50% of the total operation cost.

- Pnder the relatively light hunting pressure which now ceeurs at Stille
Woter, the acreage of waterfowl habitat appears te be adequate on the
refuge. HMuch of the extemsive public shooting ares is hunted so lightly
that 1t acbually serves as ®refuge”. To assume that the area now sat



aside specifically for refuge will always sdequately serve refuge
requirements 1s unreslistie, Inereased hunting pressure and chang-
Ing water and habitat eonditions may radieslly alter the picture in

the futurs »

Operational sxperiente on the Aves has indieatad the necessity of
periodie dewatering of marsh units for twe seasons to sliminate
undesirable plant eompetition., With enly two productive wmits within
the refuge (Table II) totaling 1,800 acres, food supply within the
refuge would now be whelly inadequate if hunting pressure were such
that ducks were foreed to depend upon the refugs for a large portion
of their food, This is normally the situation under heavy shooting
pressure, The extent to which productive waterfowl habitat may be
inereased by management is not predictable at this time, *he 1,700
sere Stillwater Point Reservoir within the Refuge oannot be seriously
considered as a food produeing area beeanse of wide fluctuations in
water lavel aad exgessive turbidity.

A birief consideratien of the data set forth in Table IIT is in order.: -
The specified total waterfowl habitat sereage now open to publie shoots
ing 48 33;471 aecres. This tobtal includes some saltprass sereage, since
this plant odeurs on seascnally wet areas which are used to a consider~
 able extent by waterfowl: The 33,000+ figure 1s representative of the
existing habitst during some elght of the first eleven years of the 2
Areals operation. In drier yesrs all or parbts of the Bast Alksll - -
Flat {north of Divisien ngeﬂmg Hater and Bard Dumes Units, tetaling
5,990 aores, my be dr;r &lsb in dry years some waterfowl habitat acre-

sadi; Gm total wi’;hin this eategery 1a emtitled
to water wnder the Truckee-Garson Irrigation Distriet elaim for pasture
water ami is assured of some water in all years and an adeguate supply
in geod water ms;

The matter of elarifying the Buremi's positien in ths ;]eint oparation
i3 e¢ne which must ’ma faced in the near fzzhare; To acquleses b '
Statets desires in the matter of pert  division of the Avea as
previcusly discussed weuld perhezps raprmnt s dereliction of mpon—
sibility en the part of the Burean to safegnard the important intere
nationsl resouree involved, There is perheps a question as to whether
Duck Stamp funds can be considered to be legally applied to a projest
featuring the cbvious disparity betwsen refuge srd publie &meting
interestes evident at Stillwater.

The Buresd 1s faced with making one of two choices, One « I% may
disregard the original intent of agreementa undér whish the Stillwater
%ildlife Memagement irea was conceived, agréements whieh sre literally
the Bureau's "Bill of Righta", and turn 80% or more of the waterfowl -
habitat on the Ares over to the State for all time as presently
propesed by the State, Or - It may insist thet the eoncepts of existe
ing agreenments be followed to the letter, even though this is not now
the ease, assuring that the obligation of the Bureau to properly safe-



I

guard the waterfowl resoures shall be fulfilled. It is considered
that existing agreements properly establish the extent of the Lureau's
interest and that such sgreements would stand up in any court in the
land. For the Burean to continue in a compremising and defensivs
attitude in negotiating with the State in an attempt to bring opera-
tlons on the Area into proper perspective seems entirely wmwarranted.

It ia suggested that the Buresu establish its right to administer
one<half of the Stillwater Wildlife Management irea at this time,
Determination of the proportion of the reéfugs ares to be open to hunt-
ing will then rest with the Bureau, Failure to establish this right
millifies, in its entirety, the intent and purpose of this réport,
since the State has assumed full responsibility for the regulation of
public use on virtually the entire Area,

lopg. No changes are immediately
proposed to existing humt-
ing arrangements on thé Arsa, & positive move on the part of the Bureau
to esetablish ite preper right to administer ohe~half tHe Area could be -

- expeoted to éreate some opposlition at the loeal level and also from the

Nevada Fish and Game Commission. This opposition might be likened to the
apprehension ef 4 small child who resents the efforts of an adult to
aasist him to hold & sucker he has given the ehild, The child is' .
unable to understand that the ndult does not wish to take the canly

away from him but merely wamts to be sure that he doesn't lose the

candy=~or possibly suffer the 111 eéffoots of eating teo- much,

' If the Bureau dees not wish to invoke any displessurs by estahlishing

a stronger sdminlstrative voles in the operation, it 1s recommended
that the Ares be divided as provided for in existing agreements. The
State and the Burean would then operabe their individual portibns of

the Arsa Independently,

; ) The Stillwater ¥ildlife

o ' . ~ Maonagement Area ranks as
the No. 1 waterfowl area In Nevada. Much of Nevada is arid and mountain-
ous, and most of the waterfowl hunting opportunity in the State 48 cen-
terad at Stillwater and other waterfowl areas in the west-central
portion of the State,

The Canvasback Club adJacemt to the Stillwatsr irea provides humting
for a gocd number of humbers. Waterfesl nse and hunbing opportunity
on the Creerhead Club located approximately 12 miles souph-of the Area
are excellent, Hunter use on the Greenhead Club ecompares favorably
with that which oceurs at Stillwater, The Club has 275 stoekholders
plus approximstely 100 anrmual memberships. OConsiderable bumting
opportunity exists also on mumerous conals, seep pords, and reservoirs
in the Valley. The State operated public hunting areas at Pernley,

25 miles west of Fallon and at Mason Valley; 50 miles to the southwest
also provide considerable waterfowl hunting, The large Humboldt Sink
area 25 miles to the north also offers geod waterfowl mumting opportunity.



) : rmatiops With a total of only one-fourth million

- ' people in the entire State "poopls
problems™ are relatively fow in Nevada, Approximately one~half of the
hunting use at Stillmater originates from the Reno-Sparks area 65 miles
west of Fallen. Combined population of these two towns 4s helieved
to be near 75,000 at present, Other towns within easy driving distance
are Hawthornme, 65 miles to the south with a population of appreximately
3,000; Lovelock, 65 miles to the northesst, alsc with a population of
approximately 3,000; Carsen €ity, the "smallest capital #M the U.S ¥,
65 miles to the southwest with a population of 7 0003 Fermley, 5 miles
Yo the west, with a population of appreximately i,aoo Fallou and the
balance of Churghill County boast a population of around 7,000, There .
are po other towns of consequencs within 100 miles. ’

Inereasing numbers of himbters are eoming to the irea from Celifornia,
With the completion of improved freeeway typs highways the drive from
Saeramento and the Bay Arem to Stillwater new requires enly 4=t hours,
Greatly inereased hunting interest may be expected at Stillwater from
Californisns as club shooting privileges become relatively more scarce
and more expensive, and as Californlans learn of the hunting opportimity.
which exists at Stillwater.

: : g+ It has been earlisr indieated thet hunting pressure
~__ onthe rather vast waberfowl habltat area tpen to - .

publie hunting is generally light. Ocessionally several hmdred hunters
may use the Area on a sipgle weekend sueh as opening day, :

The extent of hunter use in the primary marsh arse has been fairly well
established by a2 combined system of weskend cheeking and avtomatic road
counters, Peak mmter use oceurred in 1954 when approximately 10,000
hunter days of use occurred on the primary marsh avea. During the
1958459 geason, wse on the primary marsh area wag 6,500 hunter days--
additlonal use cecurring in thel Pelican Island, Indian Lakes,.and

Ole's Pond sountry brought the botal up to 104000 hunter use days.
During the seasen just past, 195960, use of the Marsh dropped te 4500
hunter days with a cérrespending drop in humting on the remainder of the
Area with tetal humber use estimsted at 6,500 hunter use days, ,

omary. Tables I and V indicate the extent of waterfowl
o S use which has oocurred on the Area in the past
five yearss Table I indiestes the total days use by each of the Bpecies
important on the Area, Tahle V indicates the pattern of total waterfowl
use during the waterfeowl hunting season and during the two week periods
befere and after the season,

P

; z Re rdations . Foregoing sections have adequately
eonsidered the existing limitations
of the Bureau with respeet to regulating bunting upon the Ares. It is
recomnended that effort be direceted toward improving the position of
the Burean with respeet to partieipsting in the regulation of publie

¥aterfowl




TABIE ¥ | ,
WATERFORL USE DAYS BY WESKLY PERIODS

(Two Weeks Prior Through Two Weeks ifter Hunting Season)

Gotober 2-8, 1955 361,200 280,000

Oetober 9-3.5, 1955 550,228 292,600
Ostober 16-22, 1955 ' 4’58,192 : 37,800
Oetober 23-29, 1955 ‘ 375,900 424000
Oet,30-Nov, 5, 1@55 : 3’78,420 48,300
Hovember 13w1§, 1‘5'?55 299,320 : : 49,000
November 20+26, 1955 : 193,270 - 75000

- Nows 2’?»Baember 3, 1955 L 1394510, : 5,600
December 4-10, 1955 1444235 - 79000
December 11-17, 1955 - 127,840 7 9000

. Decembar 1824, 195§ _ Lo 126,80 74000
: Qeeember 25*31 1955 c 12&,?70." 7,
:Jammz'y *%-31;, I%é 13},,675 - 7 4000

Septs 30-Octobor 6, 1956 325,675 469,000
aewber Mz 1%56 3454275 35@,
%taher 21»27 1 56,4536 93,
Neverber z,-la, 1956 : 598, 500 56,
November 1117, 1956 597,310 48,300
November 182/, 1956 563,640 49,000
Nev. 25+Pse. 1, 1956 336,140 35,000
December 2+8, 1956 295,540 14,000
December 9«15, 1956 . 195,965 11,550
December 16-22, 1956 173,285 10,500
Decenber 23-29 1956 154,770 8,750
Dee. 30, 1956dem. 5, 1957 150,885 8,400

Jamwary 6-12, 1957 129,675 7,000



TESE

TABIE ¥, Page 2

Period

Hmting Season

ﬂeptembar 22«28, 1957
Octeber 6—12 1957
Ootober 13-19, 1957
Oatober 20—26 1957
Oet. 27uHov, 2, 1957
November 3+9, 157
November 10416, 1957
November 17-23, 1957
Hovember 24+30, 1957
December 1«7, 1957 .
December Bsll; 1957
Deeember lﬁuﬁi 1957
Deaember 22426 1957
Jannary 5-11 1958
January 12-18, 1958

Sept. 28-0ct. 4y 1958
Retober 5-11, 1958
October 12-18 1958
October 19-25, 1958
Ge‘t, MWQ 1) }\958
November 2-8, 1958
Kovenber ?*15, 1558
November 16-22, 1958
Novenber 23«29, 1958
Decenber 7-13, 1958
December 14-20, 1958
December 21-27, 1958
5. 2Bpd1958-Jan. 3, 1959

January 4=~10, 1959
Jamery 11-17, 1959
January 18«24, 1959

544, 4600
707,700
939,400
,198,619

1,134,9'73
1,068,305
468,650

397,110,

367,850

321,580
- 140, 1&6‘

131,8
346,530

,1&3 844'

1,148,700
1,150,149
1,275,015
1,247,225
1,291,4@2
1,293,600
1 966 557 28,8
*¢88,100
890,400
835,975
Thi, , 975
681,100
693 ,009
453,950
492,450
526,470
509,425

455,000
350,000
280,000
300,300
210,000
143,500
105,0@0
35,000
33,180
12,000
73000
5,@@.
3,500
23100
2,135
2,135
2,135

980,000
,003,100

81,,0,800
525,900
175,900
140,000
91,000
63,000
56,000
49,000
70,000

98,000
58,000



TAEIE ¥, Page 3

Perled

Hunting Seasan

Sept. 27-0ct. 3, 1959
' @wt@ber 4a19’ 1959

s 11-17, 1959
October 16-24, 1959
Qetober 25«31, 1959
Hovember 1-7, 1959
November 8~1¢, 1959
November 15«21, 1959
Novenmber 2228, 1959
Nov. 29-Dee; 5, 1959
December 6«12, 1959
Deesnber 13-19, 1959
Degember 20«26, 1959
Dec, 27 1959-Jan. 2, 1960
January 3-9, 1960
Jamary l@-lo 1960

- Jamuary 17-:.:3, 1960

WATERFOWL USE RECAPITULATION

—toriod _

1955-1956
Ssptenber-Decenber, 1955
Jemmary, 1956

Total

1956-1957
September-Decenber, 1956
Jaaaary, 1957

Tohal

19571958
September~Decenber, 1957

January, 1658
Totai
1958-1959
September-Decenbor, 1958
Jaruary, 1959
Total

£20,200
695,800
€89, 500
567,665
5‘52,895

771,400
790,300

703,500

632,450

635,250
485,160 . -
246 ,756 - )1-'. " o

245,350

221,200
57,050 .
60,900
6@,29@’ .

4258,232
38,63

4 626,866

6’681 ,g&-
538,13

7,220,119
994914442
910,917

10,402,359

15,402,471

235354430

17,937,901

350,000
115,500
52,500
52,500

A’Z;ém
454500
42,000
42,000
- 28,000
14,000
14,000

14,000
1,050
1,050

2,578,700
25697,000

333%;&(55
22,720
3':4213565
2,815,100
434,000
93249,100
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FATERPOWL USE RECAPTTULATION (Continued)

1959-1960 " o |
September-December, 1959 . 10,234,560 3,173,100
Jamuary, 1560 2234325 44750

© Total A 15,557,%5 3;177,850

Exiating agmemnts between the State and the Bureau provide that
hunting 03.’ a1l tvpes may be conduetad during appropriate Staté seasons
on all lands opersted by the State as a Publie Hunting irea. This
epplies to vpland and big game as well as to waterfowl, It haa been
mentioned that the fermez' are virtually nonexistent on the Area; -

Virtually no lands mintained in stroetly refuge status lie adjacent
to privately owned farm lands which might suppert a few qusil o
rheagantss A48 a result, quall, pheasants, and cottomtails arse rave.
on the refuge, In eonclusien, there is no intersst in hunting of
upland game on the refuge. The same situwstion applies 1o deer since
cmly one or two dser are sSeen during a ysar om the refupe.

_ ,/15;@ hamtix;g of upland or big geme 1s reemaen&ad on the refuge,

| EIsEnG

Geperals The cooperstive operation at Stﬁl@atsr linits authority
' of the Bursau tc rule on fishing exeept on the area desip-
nated as refuge at this time,

Within the refuge area little fishing cpparttmity axista at the present
time. HMost of the units are shallow, limiting thelr attractiveness to
fish, partieularly during hot weather. Frequent winter drawdowm of
margh wmits within the refuge is performed to facilitate carp eradica-
tion, This aetivity further limits the pogsibility of a fishery
becoming established in the refuge. Some bullheads, along with ecarp,
%111 continué to ecowr in the Stiliwater Point Reserveir within the

refuge,

In the pertion of the Stillwater ¥ildlife Munagément Area now admin-
istered by the Btate a good flshery exists in the large West Marsh area.
Although eattail encroachment and carp infestation have largely destroyed
waterforl values in this Unit, this comparatively deep wnit continues

to provide reasonably good Fishing. Intersc;* is concentrated in large-
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mouthed blaek bass, and good catehes of bullheads are also made,
Bluegills and a few white catfish make up most of the balanee of

Carp and bullheadd; especially the former, are distributed over vir-
tually all Area waters. Excessive shallowness of the water tends

. to limit the distribution of even these spseles, pertieularly during
the heat of summer,

It is not considered possible for fishing activity to adversely effect
waterfowl on the refuge in the foreaseable future, This results from
the virtudl absence of game fish on the refuge and the proposed program
of water menagement and earp eradication efforts which will eomtinue

te severely 1imit all forms of fish 1ife within refiuge marsh units
below Stillweter Point Reservoir. '

A ragther small bud régular conmbtingent of fishermen wtilize the Still~
- water Peint Reservoir outlet and the reservoir itself in the vieinity

of the outlet for carp and bullhead fishing. This astivity has no

edverse effect on waterfowl. : R

jsure. A gradusl increase in fishing interest hes oecewrred.
. Approximately 4,000 fishermen use days oecurred on
the Area in 1959,  This represents a rather substantial fishery for
a sparsely pepulated area. R

unity. Bass fishing opportunity is limited in .
_ ' ’ ' this arid state, Nesrest alternate
bass fishing sites of good quality are Lake Mesd end the Ruby Marshes--
both over 300 miles distant. ILahontan Rederveir and the Curson River
below Lahontan offer fair fishing opportunity for warm water species
and some trout. BSome trout fishing is aveilable in streams within
75=200 miles of Fallonw-mostly on a "put and take® basis. Walker and
Pyramid Lskes, both 60 miles from Fallon, offer good trout fishing
during winter, but do net produce fish in summer. ,

In the Interest of serving the limited
) demand for flshing at Stillwater Point
Reservelr and its outlet, 1t ls recommendeéd that refuge waters be
legally open te fishing except during the waterfowl hunting season,
During hunting season 1% ls recommended that all refuge waters be
clesed teo fishing to prevent disturbance of waterfowl.

Genersl R ation. .ain ; ing. The naturs of
’ : . the 8tillweter
operation dietates that applicable State regulations shall apply for
the regulation of hunting and fishing activity. The State is now in
the proeess of formmlating a sel of regulaticns whieh shall apply to
arcas it sdministers, - ;

‘Hes.dquarters of the Slerras Distrlet of the Nevade Fish and Game
Comnisslon is leoeated at Fallon. BState persomnel are available to con~
duet regulatory programs and to obtain bag and creel check data.
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The area now
degignated as
"refuge® has been deseribed in regulstions set forth in the Federal
Reglster to formally close the area to humbing., Mo ehange is proposed
in the refuge arss already legally deseribsed at this time.

Mount Diablo Base and ¥eridian

Township 19 North, Range 31 East
Sec. 4, NE 1/4, 2 1/2 N¥ 1/4, NE 1/4 S® 1/4, S 1/2
SW 174, SE 1/4sy o
Beo. 7, all south of County Highway and Stillwater Slough;
See. 8, 8 1/2 SB 1/4;
Secs. 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28,
29, 30, 3}-1 32, ard 33, all, '

Townsliip 20 North, Range 31 Rast
seci— 13’ S 1/2; S
See. 22, E 1/2;
See. 27, N& 1/4, NE 1/L W¥ 1/4, S 1/2 W L/4, and 8 1/2;
See, 28, E 1/2 8E 1/4} . | O
8ee¢. 33, NE 1/4, SE 1/4 WK 1/4, and 8 1/2;
Baga, 31;«} 35, and 36, all,

Township 20 North, Range 32 Eest
Sce, 18, S 1/2; ‘
SBGB., 19, 2@; 21, 29, and 36_' all-

It is recommended that the deseribed area bs elosed to all humting
at all times and opén to fishing except during the waterfowl huntdng
Season. .

S(iji'bted b,

George L. Wiseman
Refuge Hanager
Harech 11, 1960



PALLON NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Attached to the Stillwater Wildlife Management Ares in the FPelican
Islend Area 1s a satellite refuge which could be more aptly referred
to as a "stepchild”®, .

Part of the Fallon National Wildlife Refuge was incorporated into the
Stillwater Wildlife Management irea st the time the latter arca was
established in 1948, The balance of the Fallon Refuge ares extends
out into the barren Carson Sink, Administration is complisated by =
checkerbesrd pattern of ownership whereln alternste sections of land
are eontrolled by the Bureesu and the Coumty. No section markers gw
beundaries have been esbablished to make possible a differemtistion
betwesn refuge and ecovnty lands, :

The County has grented the Nevada Fish and Game Commission a PO-year
leese on 1ts alternate sestions. In practiee, no hunting closure
has ever been in effect on lands of the Fallon National ¥ildlife Refuge.

Due to the nature of the habitat only 2~3 seetions of refuge land are

stiractive to waterfowl, These sections have become vegetated with

. #altgrass, nutgrass (Seirpus paludosus) and knotgrass (Paspelum -
distiéﬁms as the freshening flows of the Carson River gpread out

to form an alluvial fan before wagting to the Carson 5ink, With

harnessing of the upstream river flows, water resches Fallom Refuge

lands only during perieds of heavy flow-—generally during winter when

upstrean water supplies are good.

Logal deseription of Fallon Nationsl Refuge lands net inserporated
into the Stillweter Wildlife Menagement Area 18 as follows:

Hount Disblo Meridian

Township 22 North, Range 30 East, Sees. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 14, 16, 18,
20, 22, 26, 28, 30, 32, and 34.

It is recommended that Fallon Refuge lands remein in status quo pending
completion of pepetlations with the Nevada Fish and Game Commission
relative to o division of interests in the Stillwater Wildlife Manage-
ment irea, Ancther factor which has a profound bearing upon the Fallon
Refuge is the pending Washoe Projsct which might concelwably 1imit
water supply tbethe éxtent of destroying the walue of the Refuge in

Submitted by,

George T., Wiseman

Refuge Manager
Mareh 11, 1960



C PARRAN
P
Aticaw b ==
/5‘14/?0@ PNy ‘\\3’& VT Ses B B 73 o
e ) I Wi W
{ }ooet f ( A
: . : cy. 'l bt
‘ . . ! ) - / s, . \ '} RN " o ) -

) J /

. AANAGEMENT }}M fia 'ﬁ“ -
o

TEFU&E - RED
"PUBLIC HUNTING ~WHITE



