ReadMe: FWS International Affairs Financial Assistance Awards Public Dataset (1990–2025)
1. Overview
This public dataset contains reconstructed and quality-controlled records of financial assistance awards (e.g., grants and cooperative agreements) administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) International Affairs (IA) Program, primarily through the Division of International Conservation (DIC), from fiscal years 1990 through 2025. It integrates multiple data sources to provide the most complete public record of IA/DIC financial assistance awards to date.
2. Purpose
The dataset was compiled to:
· Reconstruct a comprehensive record of IA/DIC awards.
· Support program evaluation, transparency, and data stewardship.
· Facilitate use of award and proposal data for future analysis and data calls.
[image: ]3. Data Sources
· FWS/IA Microsoft Access Database (1990–2019)
· USASpending.gov (2012–2025)
· GrantSolutions (2020–2025)
· IA / DIC Assistance Award Tracking Sheets (ca. FY2010–FY2025)
· Contractor-coded data (Canadian Centre for Evidence-Based Conservation (CEBC), 2016–2024)
· Manual reconciliation of discrepancies, including award closeout summaries, SOWs, and proposal metadata.
4. File Contents
The dataset is stored in a spreadsheet titled: FY19–FY25 DIC Awards v20251230 - public.xlsx
Key files include:
· Awards 1990–2025: Final cleaned and reconciled award records.
· Field Definitions: Descriptions of each data field.
· Standard Values: Controlled vocabularies for key fields (e.g., Program, FWS Officer).
· ReadMe: An overview for future data users and curators who want to understand the dataset quickly.
5. Data Structure
Each row represents a unique award record.
Key Fields
	Field Name
	Description

	Award Number
	Unique federal award identifier (e.g., F21AP04152)

	Proposal Number
	Internal proposal ID (e.g., AFE1930)

	Program
	IA/DIC program (e.g., AFE, RT, MT)

	Recipient Name
	Legal name of award recipient

	Project Title
	Title of funded project

	Federal Amount
	Total federal funding obligated

	Non-Federal Amount
	Counterpart or leveraged funding

	Period of Performance
	Start and end dates of award

	SOW
	Statement of Work (if available)

	USASpending Permalink
	Direct link to award record on USASpending.gov


Additional fields include species, and geographic scope (where available). Fields not included in the public data award file include internal operational fields (e.g., Status_Type, Closeout Notes) and inconsistently used fields (e.g., Focus Type, Ecosystem Type).
6. Data Quality and Reconciliation
· Internal IA/DIC award records from tracking spreadsheets were cross-checked against the official open data source of federal spending information, USASpending.gov.
· Typos, duplicates, and inconsistent formats were corrected.
· Missing SOWs and proposal numbers were recovered from internal records.
· Award amounts were verified using USASpending data.
· Contractor-coded data was used to fill in species fields where available.
7. Known Limitations (General)
· Some award records lack complete data.
· A small number of awards were issued under infrequently used CFDA numbers (e.g., 15.649, 15.650) and may not appear in all source datasets.
· CEBC-coded data ends in 2024; FY2025 awards may lack conservation coding.
· Pre-2012 Access records may contain unresolvable errors due to limited documentation.
8. Known Limitation: Data Are Not Authoritative
This file does not represent the official data source of federal spending information, nor the official award file. Data, including values listed for Requested Amount, Awarded Federal Amount, Counterpart (Non-Federal) Amount, and FWS Officer, should not be considered authoritative. Data were compiled from multiple sources—including internal tracking sheets, contractor data, and GrantSolutions exports—and may contain inconsistencies, outdated information, or approximations.
It is inappropriate to cite these values as definitive.
· Funding amounts may reflect initial requests, preliminary obligations, or outdated figures that do not account for amendments, deobligations, or final disbursements.
· FWS Officer names may reflect the staff member assigned at the time of proposal review or award issuance, but may not represent the most recent or current point of contact or responsible official.
For authoritative information on:
· the amount requested by the applicant,
· the amount awarded by FWS, or
· the current FWS Officer responsible for award management,
...users must consult the official award file in GrantSolutions, search government spending on USAspending.org, or contact the FWS Division of International Conservation.
9. Citation
If using this dataset, please cite as:
Muir, M. (2025). Public FWS International Affairs Financial Assistance Awards Dataset (1990–2025). U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of International Conservation.
 [ServCat Repository Code: 188183]
10. Contact
For questions, updates, or corrections, contact:
Matt Muir
Biologist / Program Evaluation Officer, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Email: matt_muir@fws.gov
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