Note to file
Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge Hunt Plan Minor Amendment

The refuge is no longer administering a controlled waterfowl hunt. The refuge will be opened to
state regulations for waterfowl hunting and no longer require a waterfowl draw. To do this the
refuge combined the formally known "controlled waterfowl unit" with the "open hunt

unit" (2740 acres) and the new "Carterville Unit" (266 acres). The previously known "waterfowl
controlled unit" consists of approximately 2,100 acres of water and 900 acres of land. In the
1970s the refuge established 40 waterfowl hunting blinds in this area and controlled them with a
daily drawing during the waterfowl season. In 1997 the land units were closed to firearm deer
hunting to reduce hunter conflict between waterfowl hunter and deer hunters. Due to the fact
that migratory waterfowl (Canada Geese) population trends have significantly decreased over
the decade the refuge has removed all the hunting blinds on the land units. The 2740 acres being
added to the "Open unit" will reopen to firearm deer hunting. This area is already open to
archery deer hunting this amendment would add an additional seven day of deer hunting.

The refuge is also proposing to open 12,100 acres of the "special permit hunt unit" to deer
hunting with archery equipment. This area is currently open to firearm deer hunting in
accordance with existing state seasons. This amendment would allow a 15 day archery deer
hunting season in the restricted use area south of Crab Orchard Lake also referred to as special
permit hunting unit. Deer hunting would be accordance with existing State, local, and refuge-
specific regulations (50 CFR 32.32) and will not require a special permit.

This amendment is compatible with the purposes for which the refuge was established and the
mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System. This amendment updates the 2019 Hunt Plan
and the map attached updates the hunt unit map in that plan. Additionally, minor amendment to
the Comprehensive Conservation Plan memo was completed as part of this process.
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