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A FALL RECORD OF A SPECTACLED EIDER IN BRISTOL BAY, ALASKA

RANDALL J. WILK, KAREN I. WILK AND ROBERT C. KUNTZ II

Because the fall and winter distribution of the Spectacled Eider

(Somateria fischeri) is a mystery (Gabrielson and Lincoln 1959, Palmer

1976, Dau and Kistchinski 1977, Bellrose 1980), we report here a fall

observation of a single Spectacled Eider from Bristol Bay in the

southeastern Bering Sea.

On 18 September 1986, while conducting a study of Emperor Geese

(Chen canagica) with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Cinder

Lagoon (57° 31'N, 158° 7'W). in the northcentral Alaska Peninsula, we

observed what we believed was a female Spectacled Eider. This bird

was seen near the outlet of the lagoon on the Bristol Bay side among

other species of eiders (King S. spectabilis, Common S. mollissima,

and Steller's Polysticta stelleri), but was most closely associated

with small loose groups of King Eiders. At the time of the

observation, we were using 10 x 40 binoculars, but we were not

absolutely certain of the identification of the species due to the

rolling surf, and wariness of the birds.

On 21 September 1986 RJW made a positive identification of an adult

female Spectacled Eider (with aid of a 15-60 x spotting scope) among a

small group of King Eiders, in the same vicinity as the first sighting

3 days earlier. Identification of the species was confirmed by the

occurrence of distinctively large, pale brown spectacle—like patches
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around the eyes, contrasted with the basic tawny coloration in the

head and body plumage, and a "saddle" of feathering on the mandibles —

extending to the nostrils, making direct field comparison

unmistakeable and identification indisputable from the other 3 eider

species which we observed daily. These features were observed on both

occasions, and are not found in other eiders (Gabrielson and Lincoln

1959, Bellrose 1980). As much as this bird was among other eiders, it

appeared spatially and behaviorally dissociated from nearby

individuals of other species. Judgement of the age of the species was

based on the high contrast between the eye patches and the feathering

around them (Palmer 1976:89), and the general appearance of barring,

and overall uniformity of plumage.	 Although we remained in the study

area until 10 October 1986, the bird was not seen again. The eider

may have been present, but an increasing build—up of eiders and other

seaducks in the lagoon limited our abilities to detect her.

Spectacled Eiders nest in a narrow coastal Arctic tundra strip in W

and NW Alaska and NE Siberia (Bellrose 1980:372), however autumn

findings are very rare (Dau and Kistchinski 1977). Since Dau and

Kistchinski's paper was published, Dau (personal communication) is

aware of only 4 other fall or winter sightings — three in the eastern

Aleutian Islands (one female at Unimak Pass on 16 Oct. 1975; six males

and 20 females north of Unimak Pass on 18 Nov. 1975, Gould et al.

1982:34; a pair at Dutch Harbor, Jan. 1983, S. Kerr personal
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communication to Dau) and one south of St. Lawrence Island (about 20

individuals observed by A. Sowls on 8 March 1984, reported to Dau).

This sighting appears to be the easternmost record of the species for

the southern Bering Sea.
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