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19?0 American E.agle Nest Survey of the Chesapeake Bay Region 

by 
Jackson M, Abbott 

The 1970 nesting season :for the American Eagle in the Chesapeake Bay 

Region got off to a generall,y late start. A few pairs were incubating befci·-:: 

the end of February but most did not 18¥ until mid-March. 

As for previous years sin~e 1961, this survey was prlmarily accomplishc6 

by observations from small aircraft. Fred Scott of Richmond paid for a priv 

plzme to cover the _Bay region of Virginia south of the Rappahanock River. 

Planes and pilots from the u. S. Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife fle:; 

me on five flights while an Arllt'( pilot and airplane flew me on three flights 

to cover the rest of the~ region. 

Bill Tate, Assistant Manager of the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, 

made some flights and valuable observations of several eagle nests at that 

refuge. Norm Holgerson. :manager of the Bombay Hook National. Wildlife Refuge 

reported on the eagle nest at that refuge. For the first time since 1955 a 

young eagle was hatched at both o£ these refugesl 

Others who assisted the survey by making ground observations at certain 

nests are: M.A. Byrd, c. W. Hacker, E.T. McKnight and Mrs. c. w. Wheeley. 

· Bob Ellis of Vienna, Virginia, made numerous observations from the ground of 

the nest and two eaglets at Chan:tilly • Westmoreland County• Virginia. On one 

occasion, he saw an adu1t carrying a snake to the nest. This is the first 

recorded instance that I know of which indicates that snakes are included 5.n 

the oiet of the American Eagle {he was certain it was not an eel because it 

had several. coils looped around the eagle's foot). 

Another interesting observation which is unique in my experience was a 

'I".irkey Vulture standing in an eagle's nest ·70 feet up in an oak tree on Gr40Y::: 

Neck, Cecil County, Mary1and, on 24 !-'..arch 1970! It was not in the nest on our 
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first fiy"-over, but WES itihere about ½ hour later whm we new over again. It 

didn't appear to be eat~g anything and was not in am incubating posture. 

A smmary of the sw:wey results for 1970 is in Tca.ble I. 

As compared w.i.th 1969, the 1970 results show a sharp drop in the percent 

of rechecked active nests which hatched young (40.B;i in 1969 to '.32.6~ in 1970). 

In 1969, 20 of ~ rechecked active nests hatched JO 1-0ung, while 28 rechecked 

active nests were abandoned and one was destroyed. 

The 1970 res:ul.ts are most disappointing since after the 1969 season it 

appeared that the mmber of rechecked active nests hl.tching yoong was on a 

steady, annual rise 1:rom a. Jl.ow of 1~ in 1962. !nailer comparison: of the 20 

pairs which were successftl in hatching young in 1969 only seven were successful 

again in 1970, while f'our d the 29 unsuccessful pairs in 1969 were successful 

in hatching yOWlg in 1910. Each of the two nests vhi.ch hatched three young in 

1969, hatched mly cme young in 1970. 

In 1969 six pairs hat'clled two young each; in 19?0 only one of these pairs 

again hatched two young, while three pairs abandoned their nests, one pair pro-

duced one young and one parir was inactive ( didn •t 1a;,) . L , 1 . 
. ;11, tl\70 -fwo et-tkse fAlfS a.c11(.11'\. fuiRM 11M Y"'tit.J 

In 1969, twelve pairs hatched one young each;.\ ooe pair increased their JU-< '"/ 

production to two young., .£our pairs abandoned their nests, three pairs were 

inactive and cne pair had its active nest cut down b.f lUI11bermen. 

It is obviom that among the Chesapeake B.zy- popnla.tion or some sixty odd 

pairs of nesting eagles there is much fluctuation in nesting success from year 

to year .for most pairs. For example, Table II lists l..7 eagle nests which have 

produced young at least cmoe in the past four years amd shows what success they 

have had in the other three years. Note that only three ot these seventeen 

nests have produced young in each of the four years. 



Table I, Chesapeake Bay Area American Eagle Nest Results, 1920 

State No. of Nests Active Nests Rechecked Active Nests No. Yng Avge. Yng % Act. Rechecked 
Found!Actiye Rechecked w!Yng !Abandoned !Destroyed Hatched Per Nest Nests w!Yng 

Del J 2 1 1 - - 1 1 100% 

Md 77 26 24 10 l'.3 l* l'.3 1.3 41.66i 

- Va Bo+ JO 2? 6 20 1** 8 l.J 22.2~ 

Total 160+ .58 .52 17 JJ 2 22 l.J '.32.6% 

* Storm 
** Cut down while active 
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~ 
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.,, • Table II 

Nesting Success of 17 Pairs of American E-1rles 
for the :: ,~riod 1967 Through 1970 

State County Location Yearl.y Results 

Del Kent Bombizy Hook 67-69, active, abandoned; 70, 1 young 

Md Cecil Grove Neck 67, 1 yng; 68-69, inactive; 70, active, result~?* 

Md Kent Remington Farms 67-68, inactive; 69, 1 yng; 70, 2 yng 

Md QA Greenwood Creek 67, 1 yng; 68, 1 yng; 69, 3 yng; 70, 1 yng 

Md St. M. Oakley 67, active, abandoned; 68, 1 yng; 69, 2 yng; 70 2 yng 

Md Charles Tqloe Neck 67-68,inactive;69,active,abandoned, 70, 1 yng 

Md Charles Md. Point 67,inactive;68,active,results?*;69,2 yng,70 innt.t.t,ve 

Va Fairfax Ma.son's Neck 67, 68, 69, 70 - 1 yng each year 

Va Stafford Aquia Creek 67, 1 yng;68,inactive;69,abandoned;70,active,re~f~ 

Va 

Va 

Va 

Va 

Va 

Westmoreland Chantilly 67, 68, 69 - 1 yng each year; 70, 2 yng 

Va 

Va 

Va 

Northum. 

Richmond 

Richmond 

Middlesex 

King Wm 

New Kent 

Surry 

Wicomico Church ~g11g8,c€~ve.1AYRW-f½g~tY°£Ml~·bUts~otru~ea~~ d--.~-,. · 

Montross 67, R.T. Hawk; 68, 1 yng, 69, 2 yng; 70, 1 yng 

Moratico 67, 68, active, abandoned; 69, 1 yng; 70, active, abandc:-~~d 

Healy I s 67, 2 yng; 68 ,1.yng; 69, inactive, power company 
cut nest tree down, new nest built but not used; 
70, 2 yng in another new nest. 

West Point 67, 1 yng; 68, 1 yng; 69, inactive; 70, 1 yng 

New Kent 67,68,69 - active, abandoned; 70, 1 yng 

Hog Isld 67,68, ·inactive; 69, 1 yng; 70, active, abandonac. 

* These could have produced young but cound. not see into th.em from aircraft due to thicJ: 
foliage in Mey" and June. 



. PERMANENT CO y EAGLE NEST RECORD FORM. /2--CtlL')-rG t,,1:D .. 
state councy 

Activi t;r codes .! = Inactive nest (not used by eagles); A. active nest ( eagle seen 
sitting on nest, as it incubating); lE or lY • !(or 2 or 3) e&F/s or young in nest; 
Ab? • Abandoned active nest, cause unknown; AbM • Abandoned, disturbed by man; AbEit • 
Abandoned, eggs infertile (known to have been incubated for 5 weeks or more);...,AQf. 
Abandoned, disturbed by predatory animal (identify}; HO • used by Horned Owls; _Q§ .. 

nest used by Ospreys; .H1ll •• nest used by Red-tailed Hawks; ...NI!. • nest down; _.fil2 = No 
obaervationa; A?. Active nest, success undetermined. Follow each entry with date of 
observation (e.g. 2 Apr 62). 

• 
NEST CX>DE NO. LOCALITY REMARKS ON ANNUAL NEST ACTIVITY 

I 

' 

-· 

- - - __J 


