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1970 American Eagle Nest Survey of the Chesapeake Bay Region

by
dackson M, Abbott

The 1970 nesting seascn for the American Eagle in the Chesapeake Bay
Region got off to a generally late start. A few pairs were incubating befcr-
the end of February but most 4id not lay until mid-March.

As for previous years since 1961, this survey was i)flmarily accomplishar
by observations from small sirsraft, Fred Scott of Richmond paid for a priv..
plane to cover the Bay region of Virginia south of the Rappahanock River,
Planes and pilots from the U, S. Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife fle::
me on five flights while an Army pilot and airplane flew me on three flights
to co§er the rest of the Bay region.
| Bill Tate, Assistant Manager of the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge,
made sone flighﬁs and valuable observations of several eagle nests at that
refuge., Norm Holgerson, manager of the Bot.nbay Hook National Wildlife Refuge
reported on the eagle nest at that refuge. For the first time since 1955 a

young eagle was hatched at both of these refuges!

Others who assisted the survey by making ground observations at certain

nests are: M. A. Byrd, C. W, Hacker, E. T. McKnight and Mrs., C. W. Wheeley.
‘Bob Ellis of Vienna, Virginia, made numerous observations from the ground of
the nest and two eaglets at Chantilly, Westmoreland County, Virginia. On one
occasion, fle saw an adult carrying a snake to the nest, This is the first
recorded insta.nce that I know of which indicates that snakes are included in
the diet of the American Eagle {he was certain it was not an eel because it
had several coils looped around the eagle's foot).

Another interesting obserwation which is unique in my experience was a
Turkey Vulture standing in an eagle's nest "70 feet up in an oak tree on Grev:

Neck, Cecil County, Maryland, on 24 March 1970! It was not in the nest on owr
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first fly-over, but was there about 3 hour later when we flew over again. It
didn't appear to be eating anything and was not in am incubating posture.

A summary of the survey results for 1970 is in Table I.

As compared with 1989, the 1970 results show a sharp‘drop in the percent
of rechecked actiwve nests shich hatched young (40.B4 in 1969 to 32.6% in 1970).
In 1969, 20 of 49 rechecksd active nests hatched 30 young, while 28 rechecked
active nests were abandoned and one was destroyed.

The 1970 results are most disappointing since after the 1969 season it
appeared that the number of rechecked active nests hatching yomng was on a
steady, annual rise from 2 low of 104 in 1962, Another comparison: of the 20
pairs which were successfrl in hatching young in 19%% only seven were successful
again in 1970, while four of the 29 unsuccessful pairs in 1969 were successful
in hatching young in 1970, Each of the two nests which hatched three young in
1969, hatched anly ame young in 1970,

In 1969 sixz pairs hatched two young each; in 1970 only one of these pairs
again hatched two young, while three pairs abandoned their nests, one pair pro-
duced one young and one pzir was inactive (dlm't:iafz;o oo epPese M“"S *qam heckihe ‘(m&l‘:'?f
> Ame pair increased their v/

production to two ‘ymg,, four pairs abandoned their mests, three pairs were

In 1969, twelve pairs hatched one young each

jnactive and one pair had its active nest cut down by Iumbermen,

It is obviouws that among the Chesapeake Bay population of some sixty odd

pairs of nesting eagles there is much fluctuation in nesting success from year
to year for most pairs. For exa@le, Table II lists 17 eagle nests which have |
produced young at least once in the past four years amd shows what success they
have had in the othexr three years, Note that only three of these seventeen

nests kave produced young in each of the four years,




Table I Chesapeake Area American Eagle Nest Results, 1970

State No, of Nests Active Nests Rechecked Active Nests No. Yng Avge. ¥ng % Act. Rechecked
Found JActive Rechecked _W/¥ng_ |Abandoned stroyed Hatched Per Nest Nests W/¥ng

Del 3 2 1 | . - 1 1 100%

Md 77 26 24 0 - 13 1+ 13 1.3 41,668

Va 80+ 30 - 27 6 20 1% 8 1.3 22,22%

Total 160+ 58 52 17 3 2 22 1.3 32,64

* Storm :

**x Cut down while active




Nesting Success

Table II

for the

of 17 Pairs of American Exzles

of 17 Pairs of American Fazles
teriod 1967 Through 1970

Location

Yearly Results

QA

St. M.
Charles
Charles
Fairfax
Stafford
Westmoreland
Northum, .
Richmond
Richmond

Middlesex

King Wm
New Kent

Surry

Bombay Hook
Grove Neck
Remington Farms
Greénwood Creek
Qakley

Tayloe Necx

Md. Point
Mason's Neck
Aquia Creek
Chantilly
Wicomico Church
Montross

Moratico

Healy's

West Point
New Kent
Hog Isld

67-69, acti#e, abandoned; 70, 1 young

67, 1 yng; 68-69, inactive; 70, active, results?=
67-68, inactive; 69, 1 yng; 70, 2 yng

67, 1 yng; 68, 1 yng; 69, 3 yng; 70, 1 yng

67, active, abandomed; 68, 1 yng;’ 69, 2 yng;70 2 yng|
67-68,inactive;69,active,abandoned, 70, 1 yng
67,inactive;68,active,results?*;69,2 yng,70 inacliive
67, 68, 69, 70 - 1 yng each year

67, 1 yng;68,inactive;69,abandoned;70,active,res?™
67, 68, 69 ~ 1 yng each year; 70, 2 yng

§81188108%ve . LavRE228B 541 12 e Sko
67o R.T. Hawk; 68: 1 yng, 69a 2 yng; 70, 1 yng

ree

useﬁ‘.ﬂ? S

67,68, active,abandoned;69,1 yng;70,active,abandaned

67, 2 yng; 68,2yng; 69, inactive, power company
cut nest tree down, new nest built but not used;
70, 2 yng in another new nest,

67, 1 yng; 68, 1 yng; 69, inactive; 70, 1 yng

67,68,69 ~ active, abandoned; 70, 1 yng

67,68, ‘inactive; 62, 1 yng; 70, active, abandonad

* These could have produced young but cound not see into them from aircraft due to thick
foliage in May and June,
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. PERMANENT CO‘Y EAGLE NEST RECORD F‘ORM‘ TORMNTESTER MD
) d county state
Activity code: 1 - Inactive nest (not used by eagles); A = active nest (eagle seen
Sitting on nest, as if incubating); 1E or 1Y = l(or 2 or 3) egg/s or young in nest;
Ab? = Abandoned active nest, cause unknown; AbM = Abandoned, disturbed by man; AbEif o
Abandoned, eggs infertile (kmown to have been incubated for 6 weeks or more); ADP =
Abandoned, disturbed by predatory animal (identify); HO = used by Horned Owls; 08 =
nest used by Ospreys; RIll = nest uSed by Red-tailed Hawks; ND = nest down; NQ = No

observations; A? = Active nest, success undetermined. Follow each entry with date of
observation (e.g. 2 Apr 62).

NEST CODE NO. LOCALITY REMARKS ON ANNUAL NEST ACTIVITY

®




